Book Reviews his illness, and, in general, it synthesizes his ideas on metaphysics and literature, medicine and cosmology, and, having recently faced death, the relationship of man to God. It is also autobiographical, and Donne uses his encounter with illness to ponder on the significance of his life as a whole.
The author is Professor of Economics at the University of Leicester, and he provides here a study of a new theory of socio-economic development which appeared during the second half of the eighteenth century. Its key factor was argued to be the mode of man's subsistence, and it first arose in France and Scotland in the 1750s; it is termed here the four consecutive stages theory, the stages being hunting, pasturage, agriculture and commerce. It was much influenced by Adam Smith and has been of great importance to social science ever since it was formulated. Amongst the several influences moulding it was the contemporary literature on savage societies, in Book Reviews particular the American Indians, from which arose the more conventional notion of the noble savage, but also a new theory of the development of society by means of the idea of the ignoble savage.
Professor Meek's scholarly book will be of interest to historians of the eighteenth century, general or medical, especially those concerned with social concepts, and to anthropologists, sociologists and economists. Isis, 1963, 54: 151-152; and Philosophical Review, 1962, 71: 520-523) and has since become a classic, both as regards the handling and interpretation of the topic and the presentation of the material. Professor Solmsen deals primarily with Aristotle's Physics, the De Coelo, the De generatione et corruptione and the Meteorologica, but begins by discussing the work of the earlier Greek natural philosophers from Anaximander to Plato. He thus covers the pre-Socratic and Platonic areas as well as the Aristotelian. Apart from certain interpretations which have been challenged, this remarkably scholarly work has survived intact, and will remain for many more decades the authoritative account of the physical sciences in the early Greek era, which will continue to be consulted by all those concerned with Greek science. Would that a scholar of Solmsen's erudition and literary ability could provide us with similar work on biology in the same period.
RICHARD ASHLEY, Heroin. The myths and the facts, London, St. James Press, 1972, 8vo, pp. xi, 276, £3.50. Idem, Cocaine. Its history, uses and effects, London, St. James Press, 1975, 8vo, pp. xii, 232, £3.95 . The author is a free-lance writer and other than this seems to have few technical 220
